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Restoration of the Tahal Castle

Integra Arquitectura y Urbanismo S.L.

Tahal Castle dates back to the 14th century: it was built by the Arabs when the Nazari kingdom
reigned in the south of the Iberian Peninsula. This remote and humble village was then in the fron-
tier between Christians and Nazaris at a time when the Reconquest had progressed and the Arab
kingdom was reduced to the small bastion of Andalusia. Tahal Castle was both a watch tower and a
place where the local population took refuge during raids from their enemies.

After the fall of the Nazari kingdom the castle lost its main function and slowly deteriorated, subse-
quently falling in a state of dilapidation. The roof collapsed and as a result most of the interior floors
and masonry walls did so.

The commission was to convert the Castle into a museum and a multipurpose space. In order to
preserve the typological identity of the Castle, the architect reinstated floors, interior walls and the
staircase following the traces of the pre-existing ones. Nevertheless, given the lack of accounts on
its original layout, the design is not a reconstruction, but rather a contemporary and poetic render-
ing of the space that the building encloses.

The design also faces the material differentiation between the new insertions and the existing
structure. To distinguish the remaining wooden floor slabs from those that are newly inserted, steel
structure is used in the latter ones as well as in the roof trusses. This way the design tries to estab-
lish, in a poetic and subtle way, an entailment between both materialities creating a progressive
transition between them.

It was also the architects aim to maintain the spatial quality that the ruined castle had before the
conversion, when it was almost bare in the interior. Thus the floor slabs occupy the different levels
partially, leaving a space of double and triple height that allows the contemplation of the generous
void inside the castle. The staircase then becomes part of an “architectural promenad” that walks
the visitor through the empty space upwards.
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1. 1mm roof sheeting
2. felt underlay over bituminous paint
3. 30mm concreta constructional topping

4, 50mm polystyrene board insulation

5. 500/200/20mm timber boarding
6.100/160mm wood common rafter
7.150/150mm wood purlin
8. wood and steel roof truss
9, zinc roof capping
10. zinc gutter
11. lead cover flashing
12. lead cover flashing tucked
and wedged into groove in masonry wa

14.
15,
16.

17;
18.
19.

into masonry wall
iroco wood skirting board
iroco wood floor boarding

structural concrete slab, reinforcements 4mm,

diarneter at 300 centres

25mrm wood boards

muoisture barrier 6mm plastic sheeting
steel l-section beam 120mm deep.
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. steel I-section beam 260mm desp

. steel l-section beam 160mm deep
. steel U-section beam 160mm deep

. 5mm steel flat ’ s
steel U-section beam 140mm deep
slacked lime mortar flashing

HSV stud anchor
80/80/8 Stee! L-section beam

40. irogo wood raiser and steep
41, steel U-section 160mm deep staircase

carfiage
42.250/100/12 flat plate welded

43 double steel U-section bearn 140 deep
44, brick flooring 7 :
45, reinforced concrete pad foundation
4B, reinforcements bars ’

13, | concrate slab built 50mm
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25.
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=leil Tidl Welleld 1Nt 13
stacked stone masonry wall
slacked lime mortar
40/40/3 Steel RHS

ireco wood board

solid iroco wood handrail
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oMM WooO Doara
110/70 steel flat flat
wood bearer

steal slab bassplate
holding down bolts
. 80/40/3 Steel RHS
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spacer :
48, concrete base for foundation
49, existing masanry wall

50. solid timber core flush door
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iroco wood skirting board

25mm thick iroco wood floating floor
moisture barrier 6mm plastic sheeting
structural concrete slab

reinforcements 4mm diameter at 300 centres
15mm tinted pine w
100/70/30mm tinted pine wood bearer
80/80/8 steel L-section beam

110/70 steel flat welded to L-section beam
slacked lime mortar
slacked lime mortar finis
stacked stone masonry wall

wd board
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s and patina finist
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stong

cleaning 4

2, gallery 3.

1. lobby

5. restroom

third floor

first floor



